25X1

Approved For ReleqLe 2004/03/11 : CIA-RDP79R008p0A001000040021-9

N3C BRIRPING 8 August 19058
BIDDLE EAST

1. Lebanese robels still pressing for immediate political victery,

ssoking quick withdrawal U5 treops and resignation or depsrture ol

~ Chamoun and Primin Sulh from country. 7To this end, they using

saus weans they have used since inception of rebellion:

A, Terroriam in towns to mﬂmttq marchants into closing shops
and carrying ou so-called "general strike.”

B. Xaseoping up minor wiltitery harassmsnts, refusing te lay dom ar‘s-
until "demands™ mat{. Chehab wore relaxed and sees disadvantage
of guick withdrawal, |

1X. ¥No improvement in Jordasn situation.

A. Byrians closed border on 3 August, thus cutting country off
econcuioally frowm practically all centact with outside world.

1. POL sitontion still touchy -~ Jardaniaas have not got back
somo 45 tank trucks caught by coup in Irag, and say not
get thewm until Iraqi-supplied PGL is paid for.

2. Amman woney changers aow refusing change dollars except at
heavy discounts, alleging that they in tsra wnsble contact
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Bairut money uarkst to sell them.

C. Talk growing in 21l circles Jordan that Husaya should do the
"pight thing™ and abdicate to avoid a "bloodbath,.”
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XIXx.

Iv.

Iragli leaders still appeur fearful premence US-UK troops in the

ares is aimed primarily at them. After more troops landed.

A. This Zear probably encouraged by TAR "experts" who have flocked
to Baghdad, since their services seen wore oesgential if Westera
threat sppears imminent.

1. Bo actual wove yet by lIraqli regime to enter UAR or leave
Baghdad Pact; both gqueations still @viocusly “under study"™
and could be subjeot of disputs witbin regiae.

2. ¥Nasir has ssid he believes there is some trouble within
Baghdad goverament - rivalry between Primin Qusim and
Deputy Primin Arif, and Iriction between civilian asd
nilitary slomseats - but we sea nothing yet to mg;.cato 25X1
roally ssrious trouble. ke

Nasir reported contemplating

mibh reorganization of VAR, with double objective in wind:

A, ¥rse him fron persenal rasponsibility for sy,rm problens,

which way appesy serious to him. .
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1.

2.

3.

Paychological - 6 wonths of UAR administration has not
brought dynsmic "new look” to Syris, aud Nagir adwitted
this ina recent speech im Alexandris;

Boonomic - worst Byrism grain ovop in ten years combined
with poor budget planning could produce deficit which
Syrians unable finance by thousalves;

Political - sniping swmong Byrian factions oontinues,
oacasionally breaks out in Damascus pross, which is
ralatively undisciplised compared to Cuiro’s. Purge of
Syrian officials may be brewing. Ssrral and Nasir sald
to agres that only solution for Syrien bureaucracy wmay be
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to put 500 officials in concentration cuwps im order to stop

their endless talk and get them to <o sowme work.

Second objsctive would be parmit Irag and other Arab states to
join in some form of union other than tight UAR structure (UAS
with Yemez is actuully sort of joke to Egyptians).
Reorganization might take ferm of dissclution UAR and formation

Arab federation wiidh cosmon army and foreign policy.

authoritsrian regimes would be similar in structure but each
with individual responsibility for dowestic affairs.

i.

to Syrians, wbo would hope to be geographic and political

Parallol

Such a set-up, if it ipciuded Iraq, would appeal especially

centor of Egyptian-Syrian-iragi federation. Rumors on this

already circulating in Damascus,
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D. Kasir, in apparent calculated insult to US Government, put
off meeting with Deputy Undersecretary of State Murphy
scheduled for morning 6 August, until evening. Nasir's move
reported to be in retaliation for recent US charges of y
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Egyptian interference 1n.Leh@non. ~ h
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